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(f) Land purchase contract. A land pur-
chase contract is acceptable if the ap-
plicant is current on all payments, and 
there is a reasonable likelihood that 
the applicant will be able to continue 
meeting the financial obligations of 
the contract. 

(g) Alternative evidence of ownership. If 
evidence, as described in paragraphs (a) 
through (e) of this section, is not avail-
able, RHS may accept any of the fol-
lowing as evidence of ownership: 

(1) Records of the local taxing au-
thority that show the applicant as 
owner and that demonstrate that real 
estate taxes for the property are paid 
by the applicant. 

(2) Affidavits by others in the com-
munity stating that the applicant has 
occupied the property as the apparent 
owner for a period of not less than 10 
years, and is generally believed to be 
the owner. 

(3) Any instrument, whether or not 
recorded, which is commonly accepted 
as evidence of ownership. 

§ 3550.108 Security requirements 
(loans only). 

When the total section 504 indebted-
ness is $7,500 or more, the property will 
be secured by a mortgage on the prop-
erty, leasehold interest, or land pur-
chase contract. 

(a) RHS does not require a first lien 
position, but the total of all debts on 
the secured property may not exceed 
the value of the security, except by the 
amount of any required contributions 
to an escrow account for taxes and in-
surance and any required appraisal fee. 

(b) Title clearance and the use of 
legal services generally must be con-
ducted in accordance with 7 CFR part 
1927, subpart B. These requirements 
need not be followed for: 

(1) Loans where the total RHS in-
debtedness is less than $7,500; or 

(2) Subsequent loans made for mini-
mal essential repairs necessary to pro-
tect the Government’s interest. 

[61 FR 59779, Nov. 22, 1996, as amended at 67 
FR 78331, Dec. 24, 2002] 

§ 3550.109 Escrow account (loans only). 
RHS may require that borrowers de-

posit into an escrow account amounts 
necessary to ensure that the account 
will contain sufficient funds to pay real 

estate taxes, hazard and flood insur-
ance premiums, and other related costs 
when they are due in accordance with 
the Real Estate Settlement and Proce-
dures Act of 1974 (RESPA) and section 
501(e) of the Housing Act of 1949, as 
amended. 

§ 3550.110 Insurance (loans only). 

(a) Borrower responsibility. Until the 
loan is paid in full, any borrower with 
a secured indebtedness in excess of 
$15,000 must furnish and continually 
maintain hazard insurance on the secu-
rity property, with companies, in 
amounts, and on terms and conditions 
acceptable to RHS and include a ‘‘loss 
payable clause’’ payable to RHS to pro-
tect the Government’s interest. 

(b) Amount. Essential buildings must 
be insured in an amount at least equal 
to the balance of the secured debts. 

(c) Flood insurance. Flood insurance 
must be obtained and maintained for 
the life of the loan for all property lo-
cated in Special Flood Hazard Areas 
(SFHA) as determined by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA). RHS actions will be con-
sistent with 7 CFR part 1806, subpart B 
which addresses flood insurance re-
quirements. If flood insurance through 
FEMA’s National Flood Insurance Pro-
gram is not available in a SFHA, the 
property is not eligible for federal fi-
nancial assistance. 

(d) Losses. (1) Loss deductible clauses 
may not exceed $250 or 1 percent of the 
insurance coverage, whichever is great-
er. The deductible for any 1 building 
may not exceed $750. 

(2) Borrowers must immediately no-
tify RHS of any loss or damage to in-
sured property and collect the amount 
of the loss from the insurance com-
pany. 

(3) RHS may require that loss pay-
ments be supervised. All repairs and re-
placements done by or under the direc-
tion of the borrower, or by contract, 
will be planned, performed, inspected, 
and paid for in accordance with 7 CFR 
part 1924, subpart A. 

(4) When insurance funds remain 
after all repairs, replacements, and 
other authorized disbursements have 
been made, the funds will be applied in 
the following order: 
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(i) Prior liens, including delinquent 
property taxes. 

(ii) Delinquency on the account. 
(iii) Advances due for recoverable 

cost items. 
(iv) Released to the borrower if the 

RHS debt is adequately secured. 
(5) If a loss occurs when insurance is 

not in force, the borrower is respon-
sible for making the needed repairs or 
replacements and ensuring that the in-
surance is reinstated on the property. 

(6) If the borrower is not financially 
able to make the repairs, RHS may 
take one of the following actions: 

(i) Make a subsequent loan for re-
pairs. 

(ii) Subordinate the RHS lien to per-
mit the borrower to obtain funds for 
needed repairs from another source. 

(iii) Permit the borrower to obtain 
funds secured by a junior lien from an-
other source. 

(iv) Make a protective advance to 
protect the Government’s interest. 

(v) Accelerate the account and de-
mand payment in full. 

§ 3550.111 Appraisals (loans only). 
An appraisal is required when the 

section 504 debt to be secured exceeds 
$15,000 or whenever RHS determines 
that it is necessary to establish the 
adequacy of the security. RHS may 
charge an appraisal fee. Appraisals 
must be made in accordance with the 
Uniform Standards of Professional Ap-
praisal Practices. When other real es-
tate is taken as additional security it 
will be appraised if it represents a sub-
stantial portion of the security for the 
loan. 

§ 3550.112 Maximum loan and grant. 
(a) Maximum loan permitted. The sum 

of all outstanding section 504 loans to 1 
borrower or on 1 dwelling may not ex-
ceed $20,000. 

(1) Transferees who have assumed a 
section 504 loan and wish to obtain a 
subsequent section 504 loan are limited 
to the difference between the unpaid 
principal balance of the debt assumed 
and $20,000. 

(2) For a secured loan, the total of all 
debts on the secured property may not 
exceed the value of the security, except 
by the amount of any required ap-
praisal and tax monitoring fees, and 

the contributions to an escrow account 
for taxes and insurance. 

(b) Maximum loan based upon ability to 
pay. The maximum loan is limited to 
the principal balance that can be sup-
ported given the amount the applicant 
has available, as determined by RHS, 
to repay a loan at 1 percent interest 
with a 20-year term. 

(c) Maximum grant. The lifetime total 
of the grant assistance to any recipient 
is $7,500. No grant can be awarded un-
less the maximum level of loans, as 
supported by a budget, have been ob-
tained. 

§ 3550.113 Rates and terms (loans 
only). 

(a) Interest rate. The interest rate for 
all section 504 loans will be 1 percent. 

(b) Loan term. The repayment period 
for the loan should generally be as 
short as possible based on the appli-
cant’s repayment ability, and may 
never exceed 20 years; however loans 
made in combination with grants must 
have a term of 20 years. 

§ 3550.114 Repayment agreement 
(grants only). 

Grant recipients are required to sign 
a repayment agreement which specifies 
that the full amount of the grant must 
be repaid if the property is sold in less 
than 3 years from the date the grant 
agreement was signed. 

[61 FR 59779, Nov. 22, 1996, as amended at 67 
FR 78331, Dec. 24, 2002] 

§ 3550.115 WWD grant program objec-
tives. 

The objective of the WWD individual 
grant program is to facilitate the use 
of community water and waste disposal 
systems by the residents of colonias 
along the border between the U.S. and 
Mexico. WWD grants are processed the 
same as Section 504 grants, except as 
specified in this subpart. 

[67 FR 78331, Dec. 24, 2002] 

§ 3550.116 Definitions applicable to 
WWD grants only. 

(a) Colonia. Any identifiable commu-
nity designated in writing by the State 
or county in which it is located; deter-
mined to be a colonia on the basis of 
objective criteria including lack of a 
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